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Dear Parents and Carers,
As I write this week’s newsletter and reflect on the week that has
Dates for your diary:
passed it strikes me how joyous and happy the school is; a
welcome conclusion to a term that has been crammed with so
Upcoming Liturgies and Masses
many things; the reintroduction of Masses and liturgies;
welcoming a number of new staff and pupils; CHPTA events; Liturgies and Masses for the Spring Term will be sent out
Ofsted; Founders’ Day; school trips; and a wealth of learning
in January
opportunities and curriculum enrichment for our children. As we Midnight Mass will be held in the Chapel on Christmas Eve
enter the fourth, and final week of Advent on Sunday, the theme for both current families of Charlton House and alumni.
of ‘peace’ feels particularly apt and a timely reminder to enjoy the
calm and periods of quiet reflection we can find so tricky to make
Liturgical Calendar
time for in our hectic lives. This past term has had so many things
to be grateful for and celebrate, and this week is no exception to
Upcoming Holy Day Feasts & Solemnities
that!
25th December
On Tuesday we were gifted with a sapling oak tree from
Fairweather’s Nursery in Beaulieu as one of the lucky schools
Nativity of the Lord—Christmas Day
***
chosen from their ‘60 trees for 60 schools’ competition. We’ve
26th
December
found the perfect spot in our grounds to plant, nurture and enjoy
this for years to come.
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
***
Of course the majority of our week has been, quite rightly,
1st January
focussed on Christmas as we celebrate the season a little early.
Following the interruption to the rehearsal schedule last week, we
Solemnity: Mary, Holy Mother of God
***
were all feeling a little nervous about the readiness to perform the
Nativity this week. Of course our fears were completely
6th January
unfounded and the children read, performed and sung beautifully
Epiphany of the Lord
to an audience of parents in the chapel on Thursday afternoon.
***
Their energies may well have been boosted for this performance
9th January
by the school Christmas lunch earlier in the day where we were
Baptism of the Lord
also joined by the pre-school children from Early Starts. We were
Other Upcoming Events
able to gather family-style around large tables adorned with
***
festive coverings to snap crackers, tell jokes and enjoy a veritable
4th January
feast whilst wearing the obligatory paper crowns! Thank you to
the wonderful catering team at Early Starts for providing our
INSET Day
***
festive feast.
25th April
On Wednesday we were lucky enough to be able to join together
as a school community to sing carols and enjoy a mince pie or
INSET Day
two—but the truly magical moment of that evening was of course
Term Dates
the visit of Father Christmas and Mrs Claus (assisted by an eager
***
elf) to provide every pupil with an early Christmas gift, they have
Wednesday 5th January
all been very good after all! This charming Charlton House
tradition is certain to be remembered as a treasured memory by
First Day of Spring Term
all the pupils for years to come, thank you to all those at the
***
‘North Pole’ who ensured Father Christmas was able to find his
21st—25th February
way to us this week.
Spring Half Term Break
Amidst all the festive preparations, I know many of you will be
***
concerned by the increasing COVID safety measures and possible
Monday 28th February
implications for schools in the New Year. Presently, schools
Return to school for Spring 2
continue to expect a return as normal in January, but should this
***
change over the Christmas break, the staff are ready and prepared
11th-22nd April
for remote learning provision if required.
Easter Break
Until then, I wish every member of our school community and
***
your families the happiest of Christmases and a joyous New Year. I
Tuesday 26th April
hope you are all able to enjoy this with your families and without
First day of Summer Term
disruption, I look forward to welcoming children back to
Link to the Diocesan Newsletter:
school on Wednesday 5th January. Merry Christmas!
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/
Matthew Robinson
issue347
Headteacher

Love One Another
“This is the day the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it” Psalms 118:24
During this third week of Advent the pupils and staff have
most certainly found joy in each day—as we’ve enjoyed the
many activities this week I hope the children have shared
their joy with you and shown their thankfulness for this. Our
School Mission Statement reminds the children to not only
see the joy, but spread joy, each day by smiling, being a
good friend and being happy and proud to be part of our
school family.

Mission Hearts
Our final week of term and the pupils have all ensured they’ve lived our Mission Statement to ‘love
one another’ in all that they do this week. The unenviable choice of choosing just one missionary for
the week was tricky, as ever, for class teacher. Well done to this week’s Mission Heart recipients:

Fateh
Sebastian
Nou Yi
:

Superstar Awards

House Points

There is no slowing down in the final week of term
for these pupils—well done for giving it your all
until the end of term and being a superstar learner:

The winning House this week with XX
points is St. XXXX

Darya, for her consistent effort with her learning.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Bora, for his achievement and attainment in his end
of term assessment.
Safeguarding Quote of the Week
Malakai, for his improved scores in his end of term
assessments.

“Children have a right to feel safe and secure
wherever they are spending their Christmas...All
children should have the love, support and
opportunity they need to reach their potential.”
The Safeguarding Company

At Charlton House Independent School, our
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Mr
Robinson and our Deputy DSL is Mr Darby.
Please remember that safeguarding is
everyone's concern.

Well done to all the children for your efforts this week. We look forward to seeing
your achievements in celebration assemblies next term.
Don’t forget to bring your achievements from home in to share too!

Spring Term After School Clubs
All parents will have received a letter today with
the after school club offer for the spring term.
These are a fantastic opportunity to enhance and
learn skills, develop talents or find new interests.
We hope to see many pupils attending these in the
new term.

From all the staff here at
Charlton House, we would
like to thank the pupils
and their families for their
generous Christmas gifts,
cards and well-wishes for the season.
We hope you all enjoy a peaceful
Christmas where the presents are the
presence of loved ones.

Day

Scripture

Symbol

Sunday

Micah 5:2-5a

City of Bethlehem

Monday

Luke 1:11-13, 16-20

Praying hands

Tuesday

Matthew 3:1-6

Baptism shell

Wednesday

Luke 1:26-33

Virgin Mary

Thursday

Mathew 1:18-21

Angel of the Lord

Friday

Luke 2:1-5

Sandals

Saturday

Luke 2:6-11, 16-18

Baby Jesus

Strictly Come Charlton!
Forget about the glitterball winner this
weekend!
Mrs
Prouton
proudly
presented our ballroom dancers with a
trophy in celebration assembly following
a formal dance exam last month.

Generous Gifts The children have
enjoyed spreading joy through the act of
giving gifts and cards this week. Thank
you all for your generosity.
Tree-mendous Tuesday
Did you know of all the hundreds of
species of oak tree there are only
about 5 that grow in England? Our
sapling, donated by Fairweathers
Nursery, is a Quercus Robur the
‘English Oak’, and despite its alias
there is nothing ‘common’ about this
tree that will grow (in time) over 40m
tall. Do you think the spot we’ve
chosen to plant it in is oak-k?!
Oh Christmas Tree...
Our school council began
the week by ensuring that
there was a Christmas
Tree
appropriately
adorned with the shiniest
ornaments befitting the
time of year.
It’s been a true joy
entering the rotunda every
day this week to be
greeted by the Christmas
tree and manger scene—
reminders of the exciting
days

Festive Feast!
The children from school and
Early Starts joined together for
a Christmas lunch on Thursday.

For unto us a child is born….
Isaiah 9:6

