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‘Love One Another’

Academic Year 2021-22
Year C, 2nd Sunday of Advent

Letter from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers,
If you were able to wander through the doors of our school this
week it wouldn’t take you too long to realise we are in a time of
preparation here at Charlton House: if the violet drapery on our
prayer tables and bordering the RE displays didn’t hint enough at
the liturgical season, then the tiny voices of children rehearsing
their lines and practising their choral verses in readiness for the
forthcoming Nativity will surely have shown this. As each day of
December rolls by, and the children joyously tell me about the
chocolate they’ve opened in their calendars or the bright lights
they’ve seen popping up all over the city, I am amazed that in
amongst this excitement they do not falter in their reverence for
the season of Advent—indeed our Mission hearts this week have
been awarded to those children who have demonstrated patience
in this time of waiting. In fact, it was our very youngest pupils who
led our Advent liturgy on Tuesday and reminded us of some of the
important symbols of the season, including the candles on an
Advent wreath and the empty manger scene.
I am acutely aware that there has been much in the press
regarding concerns over school Nativities. I am pleased to still be
able to invite parents into school for the Nativity, as well as for
Carols and mince pies (and a very special visitor for the children) in
the final week of term. Please do read the COVID guidance
included below to see how we can all help to make these events
safe for everyone.
On Sunday we enter the second week of Advent, the theme of
which is ‘love’. This is not the type of romantic love you might
think, but the very special and very unique Agape love that is
modelled by our wonderful school community through their
continual kindness, altruism and love for one another. I am asking
you to extend your generosity once again on Friday as pupils are
invited to wear Christmas jumpers to school to raise money for
Save the Children. We welcome any donations towards this
charitable cause.
Next week is our final week of after-school clubs for this term and
it is incredible to see how much the children have enjoyed and
honed new skills from these extra-curricular activities: From our
British Sign Language club, who confidently performed Keala’s This
is Me from The Greatest Showman using BSL, to our ballroom
dancers, who completed dancing exams last weekend, we are
proud to be nurturing new talents for our pupils. I’m sure you will
all join me in thanking the adults who have run the clubs this term.
This coming Wednesday is the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception of Mary; “The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the
first moment of her conception, by a singular grace and privilege of
almighty God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Saviour of
the human race, preserved immune from all stain of original sin." —
Catechism of the Catholic Church. Although already a solemnity in
the Catholic Church, this day is especially important to us as it
forms part of the Patronage of our Diocese. You may wish to read
the Angelus together as a family on Wednesday, which I have
included below as our prayer for this week.
Wishing you all a wonderful week ahead, may it indeed be filled
with ‘love’.
Matthew Robinson
Headteacher

Friday 3rd December 2021
5 5 - 5 7 M i d a n b u r y L a n e , S o u t h a m p to n S O 1 8 4 D J
T e l e p h o n e: 0 23 8 06 7 1 739
E m ai l :
a dm i n@ c ha rl t on ho us ei nde pe nd ent s c ho ol . c o. uk

Dates for your diary:
Upcoming Liturgies and Masses
***

Thursday 16th December, 3pm
Nativity

Other Upcoming Events
***

7th/8th/9th December
Final afterschool clubs for this term
***

10th December
Christmas Jumper Day
***

15th December, 3pm
Mince Pies & Carols, plus special visitor
***

16th December
Christmas Lunch
***

4th January
INSET Day
***

25th April
INSET Day

Term Dates
***

Friday 17th December
Final Day of Autumn Term
***

Wednesday 5th January
First Day of Spring Term
***

21st—25th February
Spring Half Term Break
***

Monday 28th February
Return to school for Spring 2
***

11th-22nd April
Easter Break
***

Tuesday 26th April
First day of Summer Term

Link to the Diocesan Newsletter:

https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue345

Love One Another

“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient,
bearing with one another in love” Ephesians 4:2

During this first week of Advent, Mrs Murray reminded us all
that we need to wait and be patient. We can extend this to
those around us and all that we do in life. By being patient for
the things we are hoping for we will enjoy the reward when it
finally arrives.

Mission Hearts
This week the children have clothed themselves in patience to live out our Mission Statement to
“Love one another”. Those children who have demonstrated exceptional patience this week and
been award a Mission Heart are:

Adena-May
Sara
Nuo Yi
:

Superstar Awards
Another fantastic week of learning and a tough
choice for teachers to choose this week’s learning
superstars. Well done to our superstar learners
this week:
Nohlan, for great progress with recognising his
numbers in Maths.

House Points
The winning House this week with 95
points is St. Milner

CONGRATULATIONS!

Isabell, for her growing understanding of how to
use commas in her writing.
Safeguarding Quote of the Week

Naadir, for his excellent progress in maths.

“The most important thing I can do for my children
is to protect them and to teach them.”
Thomas J. Powell

At Charlton House Independent School, our
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Mr
Robinson and our Deputy DSL is Mr Darby.
Please remember that safeguarding is
everyone's concern.

Well done to all the children for your efforts this week. We look forward to seeing
your achievements in next week’s celebration assembly.
Don’t forget to bring your achievements from home in to share too!

Charlton House
Independent School
is pleased to invite parents, grandparents, and all
members of our local community to join us for
Christmas Carols on:
Children are invited to wear
Christmas jumpers to
school on
Friday 10th December.
Donations to help raise
money for Save the
Children are greatly
appreciated.

Wednesday 15th December at 3pm.
There will be mince pies to enjoy and a very special
visitor ‘coming to town’ just for the occasion.

We look forward to celebrating
the festive season with you!

Our Nativity and other festive events are still going ahead this year!

As a small school, we are able to operate as a single bubble which means we have been able
to continue to join together for Masses, liturgies and assemblies in person as a school
community, and we have also been fortunate that we can continue to invite parents and
extended family members in to join us for these.
Visitors to the school for the Nativity can continue to help keep our school community safe
during the pandemic by doing the following when you attend for the Nativity:

Wash or sanitise your hands on arrival and when leaving the school site


Wear a face covering (unless you are medically exempt)



Maintaining a distance from those not in your household as you wait to enter the
school



Spacing yourselves out when finding a place to sit in the chapel



Taking an LFD test before you attend the school for the Nativity

Please do not attend the school Nativity if you are displaying any of the main
symptoms of coronavirus
Thank you to all members of our school family for your continued support.

Prayer of the week

Christmas Card Post Box
From Monday there will be a
post box for children to
deposit
their
Christmas
cards. These will then be
delivered to classrooms.
Please ensure that recipient
names are written clearly on
the envelope and the class to
help with delivering to the
right place.
Don’t forget...next week is the
final week of afterschool clubs
for this term. There will be no
clubs the final week.

Our inaugural Winter Fair raised over £500 for
our school. Thank you so much to everyone
who helped to make this event such a
success.
The lucky winner of the Mayflower tickets was
Melissa Darby. We hope you enjoy your
theatre trip in 2022!

Day

Scripture

Symbol

Sunday

Genesis 22:1-2, 9-14

Ram

Monday

Genesis 28:12-15

Ladder

Tuesday

Genesis 37:3-4, 23-24

Joseph’s coat of many colours

Wednesday

Deuteronomy 5:1-4

Commandment tablets

Thursday

Joshua 2:1-4, 8-9,11-12

Red Cord

Friday

Ruth 3:1-5

Grain

Saturday

Samuel 16:1, 10-13a

Sheep & shepherd’s crook

