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Letter from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers,
Thank you, thank you, thank you! Our first ever Charlton
House Winter Fair was a great success and that is all down
to the efforts of our wonderful Charlton House PTA and
the continued support of parents and school family. With
food aplenty, a multitude of stall and fun games and
activities, there was something for everyone—and
following some quick thinking and last minute adjustments
even Storm Arwen couldn’t scupper the plans for a bouncy
castle! It was a delight to see the hall bustling with pupils
and their families, as well as many local residents, and I
have no doubt that this was the first of many successful
fairs for the school.
Of course, the Winter Fair was not the only special event
last week. Indeed, Friday was fun-filled from start to finish
as the staff and pupils took a pause from their academic
study to celebrate Founder’s Day. Fr Michael celebrated
Mass and Year 4 shared with us the life story of Jean-Marie
de La Mennais, one of the founders of the Brothers of
Christian Instruction. The remainder of the day was filled
with fun and games; I was particularly pleased to be able
to demonstrate my aptitude for Uno in a tense round of
cards with some Year 2 and 3 children! As the children
discovered in celebration assembly, I do not have quite the
same skill for piano playing—unlike our extremely talented
Nuo Yi who recently took his Grade 5 piano exam. How
lucky we were to have a mini performance in assembly on
Friday. Please don’t forget to bring in certificates and
awards earned outside of school as we love to share all of
our children’s achievements in Friday celebration
assembly.
Of course this weekend also marked the beginning of
Advent and the start of a new liturgical year. This year, we
are bringing back the Catholic tradition of the Jesse Tree to
provide a daily reflection as we move through Advent and
prepare for the season of Christmas that follows this. We’d
love for you to share with us on our social media platforms
how your family are preparing this Advent, don’t forget to
like and follow us by clicking on the icons on the right.
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Dates for your diary:
Upcoming Liturgies and Masses
***

Tuesday 30th November, 9.15
Advent Liturgy
***

Thursday 16th December, 3pm
Nativity

Other Upcoming Events
10th December
Christmas Jumper Day
***

15th December
Carols, mince pies and a special visitor
***

16th December
Christmas Lunch
***

4th January
INSET Day
***

25th April
INSET Day

Term Dates
***

Friday 17th December
Final Day of Autumn Term
***

Wednesday 5th January
First Day of Spring Term
***

21st—25th February
Spring Half Term Break
***

Monday 28th February
Return to school for Spring 2
***

11th-22nd April
Easter Break
***

Link to the
Diocesan
Newsletter:
Tuesday
26th April
During this first week of Advent, I wish you all a week filled
with hope and positivity.
Matthew Robinson
Headteacher
Prayer for the 1st Week of Advent

Heavenly Father, as we begin this Advent, give light to
our eyes and peace to our hearts. May the Lord find us
watching and waiting in joy when He comes. We pray in
Jesus' name.

First day of Summer Term

https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue344

Love One Another

“Your perfection does not come from great achievements that you accomplish
rarely but rather from the little achievements of everyday life” Jaun Maria de la Mennais

With our week culminating on Founders’ Day,
the children at Charlton House have been
trying extra hard to follow the school Mission
Statement as set by the example of de la
Mennais. Considering how we can help
others and try to make the world a better place is an important part of our school ethos.

Mission Hearts
The excitement and fetivities of last week didn’t stop our children from showing what incredible
exemplars of love and kindness they are. Well done to the children who lived out the Mission
Statement to “Love One Another” so well this week:

Ben
Ella
Oliver
:

Superstar Awards
We were still able to recognise and celebrate
fantastic learning on Friday in celebration assembly.
Well done to the following pupils who applied
themselves particularly well last week:
Adena-May, for her success in reading this week.

House Points
The winning House this week with 86
points is St. Milner

CONGRATULATIONS!

Sara, for her excellence in programming skills.
Safeguarding Quote of the Week
Max, for his great improvement in his writing this
week.

“Children should always feel like the adults are
living in this world to nurture them, to take care of
them, to protect them from any bad thing that might
come.”
Chris Cornell

At Charlton House Independent School, our
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Mr
Robinson and our Deputy DSL is Mr Darby.
Please remember that safeguarding is
everyone's concern.

Well done to all the children for your efforts this week. We look forward to seeing
your achievements in next week’s celebration assembly.
Don’t forget to bring your achievements from home in to share too!

Throughout Advent, we will be focussing our daily prayer and reflection on the traditional Jesse
Tree daily scriptures. This centuries old tradition is a way to explore the family tree of Christ and
begins with the prophecy from Isaiah:
A shoot will spring from the stock of Jesse, and from his roots a bud will blossom. (Isaiah 11:1)
Each daily scripture has a poignant symbol to represent the scripture shared and, just like an
Advent calendar, as the branches of the tree gradually fill over the coming weeks we are given
a visual reminder of the coming of Jesus at Christmas.
If you would like to join in at home and create your own Jesse Tree, there are a multitude of
websites that offer templates and craft ideas. Or you can simply draw your own Jesse Tree
ornaments of special symbols. Don’t forget to share your Jesse Tree photos on social media
and tag us in. We’d love to see any Advent Wreaths you’ve made or other Advent traditions
from your family home too!
This week the scripture and symbols are:
Day

Scripture

Symbol

Sunday

Isaiah 11:1-2

Tree stump with
branch

Monday

Habakkuk 2:1-4

Watch tower

Tuesday

Genesis 1:26-31

Adam & Eve

Wednesday

Genesis 3:6-7, 22-23

Snake with apple

Thursday

Genesis 7:17-22

Noah’s Ark

Friday

Genesis 12:1-3

Tent and camel

Saturday

Genesis 15:5-6

Starry sky

Click on the images on this page to visit
some family friendly pages with more ideas
and crafts to help you reflect and pray over
Advent.

The Year 4 pupils presented us with the life story of
Juan-Maria de La Mennais during our Founders Day
Mass on Friday, celebrated by Fr. Michael. This was a
fitting way to the school day which had been filled with
special treats and games. Pausing to celebrate
Founders Day is an important part of our Charlton
House calendar, as we remember those who—through
their faith in God—worked altruistically for the benefit of
others: the impact of which is still evident today in
schools around the world, just like ours.

The school was bustling with festive faces on Friday for our
Winter Fair. There were plenty of games for children to enjoy
and thanks to the generosity of our school community, the
bottle and cup tombola were both a hit!
In addition to our school pupils and their parents, it was great
to welcome other members of the local community through
the gates to browse the many stalls or grabbing a hot dog and
warm drink.
I am sure you will all join me in thanking the PTA for their
dedication in organising this event, and all who helped to
make this event the successful through donating items,
sharing the event on social media and by turning up in
support. Thank you!

