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‘Love One Another’

Letter from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers,
I can scarcely believe we have met the end of September
already. Although it seems incredible that we are now in
the month of October, as I reflect on all that has been
achieved at Charlton House in the past weeks I am
somewhat surprised it has only been one month of school!
We’ve already held two school liturgies, and it was
particularly special to be able to welcome back parents and
extended members of our school family this week to
celebrate our school house saints. This is the first time in
over 18months that we’ve been able to welcome parents
in for a school worship but seeing so many in attendance it
feels as though as our community has never been apart.
Of course, the refreshments provided by the PTA helped to
further solidify our community spirit and gave me the
chance to get to meet and know parents even more. Thank
you to the PTA and to all who came to support our children
in this important aspect of our school life.
Our school prefects have been fully inaugurated now and
this week made their prefect promise, which I’ve included
later in this letter. Alongside our prefects, the House
Captains also were awarded their badges of responsibility.
I have no doubt that all will wear these with pride.
It’s not just our pupils who have the opportunity to hold
vital posts in our school—you will hopefully have all seen a
letter sent out last week inviting parents to apply for the
role of Parent Governor. I’ve included some more
information about what this role entails below. Please
remember that all nominations are due in by noon on
Tuesday 5th October.
This Monday is of course Parent’s Evening. All the teachers
are very much looking forward to sharing with you all that
your child has achieved since returning to school in
September. Please enter the school via the school office
and you will be directed to your appointment from there.
Staffing changes - Welcome to Mrs Gregory, who will be
joining us on a Monday, Thursday am and Friday as an
admin assistant. I’m sure you’ll all join me in extending a
big ‘thank you’ to Mrs Connaught for supporting us in the
office since the start of term. I'm sure we'll be welcoming
her back soon in one way or another!
Finally, this week a COVID update was sent out to
parents. Please do take time to familiarise yourself with
this so that we can all play our part in keeping our school
and local community safe throughout the ongoing
pandemic.
Wishing you all a peaceful weekend ahead.
Matthew Robinson
Headteacher

Friday 1st October 2021
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Dates for your diary:
Upcoming Liturgies and Masses
Celebrating the Rosary

Tuesday 12th October
Mass for All Saints and All Souls Day

Tuesday 9th November, 9am
Founders Day Liturgy

Friday 26th November, 2:45pm
Advent Liturgy

Tuesday 30th November
Nativity

Thursday 16th December, 3pm

Other Upcoming Events

October: Black History Month
4th October: Parents’ Evening
4th– 9th October: Space Week
Friday 15th October:
Harvest Fast Day & Bake Sale

Term Dates
Half Term

Monday 18th—Friday 29th October
Final Day of Autumn Term

Friday 17th December
Link to the Diocesan Newsletter:

https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue337

Parent Governor Opportunity
Charlton House Independent School is currently looking for a parent Governor to join our Board. This
volunteer position is open to parents and/or guardians of children at the school.

The governing body would be delighted to hear from anyone who:
 Is interested in children’s education and the performance of the school
 Is community-spirited and would like to represent the community
 Has spare time and the energy for the role
 Is able to work well as part of a team
 Has an enquiring mind and the confidence to ask questions and debate issues that affect the
school
 Can consider matters objectively and make informed judgements.
What is the role of governing body?
 The governing body helps to set and review the school’s strategic direction and agree targets
for improvement
 The governing body holds the headteacher and school leaders to account for the educational
performance of the school and its pupils
 The governing body oversees the financial performance of the school, making sure money is
well spent
What does the role offer?
 The opportunity to develop your own personal skills
 A sense of achievement in helping to make a difference to children reaching their potential
 Being a vital part of our growing school family and helping to shape the future of our school
If you are interested please complete nomination forms and return to the school by midday on Tuesday
5th October

‘Love One Another’
Have you ‘liked’ and ‘followed’ our school Facebook page yet? Please do and
keep sharing our page and posts to help promote the school. We have some
open days coming up this month and would love to welcome as many potential
new members to our school family on these days. Please do share far and wide
with people you know and on your social media pages.
Look out for our adverts in the Daily
Echo and Hampshire Chronicle!

COVID isolation guideline
In line with Government guidelines,
schools will not be restricting the
attendance of close contacts who
are under 18 and 6 months or
double vaccinated, only those
individuals who have symptoms and/
or who have tested positive or close
contacts over 18 years 6 months
who are not double vaccinated. If
your child is identified as a close
contact of the confirmed case, you
may be contacted by NHS Test and
Trace who will advise you on what to
do next.

Love One Another
“...wise people listen” Proverbs 12:15
The pupils of Charlton House have shown how well
they can follow our school Mission Statement when
they are in school, this week we’ve challenged them
to demonstrate the value of kindness at home too.
We’d love to hear any stories of how your children have lived these values and
demonstrated the gifts of the Holy Spirit from our liturgy this week whilst they’ve
been at home.

Mission Hearts
As ever our School Mission Statement shines strongly from all at Charlton House. Choosing our
Mission heart winners this week staff have been particularly looking for the values of kindness being
shown. Well done to the following children who have earned a mission heart this week:

Nohlan
Ayesha
:

Naadir

Superstar Awards
What a fantastic start to the school year we’ve had. Our final superstar awards for
the month of September have been typically tricky to choose! Well done to the
following children who made their teacher particularly proud this week with their
learning achievements:


Ben, for his amazing writing this week. He used strong adjectives to describe his
penguin.



Michael, for his improvement in his reading



Declan, because he has been working so hard in all areas of the curriculum
(including homework) and he is always happy to ask for support from his peers
or the adults in class.

Well done to all the children for your efforts this week. We look forward to seeing
your achievements in next week’s celebration assembly.
Don’t forget to bring your achievements from home in to share too!

Harvest Donations
As we approach the last week of term we look
towards collecting items to donate to Poitiers Care
for Harvest. They have advised that they would
appreciate, tea, cereals incl. porridge, tins of
meat, fish and vegetables but please, NOT tinned
tomatoes or beans except baked beans.

Uniform Shop
We would like to say a huge thank you to
Max’s mum Charlotte for all her hard work in
moving the Uniform Shop into it’s brand new
home within Charlton House.
The new shop is a much more comfortable
space for the children to be trying on their
new uniform.
The shop will be open after school on
Monday during our Parent’s Evenings for
anyone that may need to purchase any
uniform.

Just look at how professional the new shop
looks!

Thanks Charlotte!

House Points
The winning House this week with 98
points is St. Michael

Safeguarding Quote of the Week
“All of us deserve a greater peace of mind,
knowing that our children are better protected
wherever they are. ”
Bob Ney
At Charlton House Independent School, our
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Mr
Robinson and our Deputy DSL is Mr Darby.
Please remember that safeguarding is
everyone's concern.

This coming Monday, 4th October, is the Memorial
of St. Francis of Assisi and the focus for our prayer
this week. Please take time to share the words
below as a family over the weekend, or indeed on
Monday. You may prefer to listen to the words set
to the music of Sebastian Temple, performed by
Katherine Jenkins by clicking here.

Our Week in Photos
Liturgy to Celebrate our House Saints
On Tuesday Year 4 led the school in a special liturgy to re-introduce us to our
school house saints: St. Michael, St. Milner and St. Margaret. The stories of
these individuals helps us to consider how we can follow in Jesus’ footsteps to
be disciples today, just as the first Apostles did.
The children in reminded us of the gifts of the Holy Spirit and how our House
Saints are exceptional role models for these. Fr Michael helped us to see how
these gifts are like pieces of clothing that we should wear every day. Just as we
have our school uniform to show we are members of the Charlton House
family, we wear compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience like a
uniform to show we are part of God’s family too. Thank you to all who came to
support our children and join us to pray in celebration of our House Saints.

“Over all these clothes, to keep them
together and complete them, put on love.”

Our Week in Photos
Proud Prefects and Honourable House Captains
Earlier this week our Prefects made their special promise to
show how they will fulfil their important role here at
Charlton House. Standing proudly alongside our prefects
were the House Captains and all were awarded their role
badges. These badges will not only serve to identify House
Captains and Prefects to others in the school but will be
worn with pride as a special symbol to their bearers of the
important role of responsibility that they hold: A unique but
important addition to their school uniform.

Poetry Slam
We finished the week by hosting a poetry slam on Friday
afternoon. All week the children have been rehearsing and
refining their cool couplets and sensational stanzas ready to
perform.
We hope that this week has shown the children another fun
avenue for both reading for pleasure and getting creative
with words themselves.
If you’d like to keep the passion for poetry fuelled at home
too, why not visit the National Poetry Day website? https://
nationalpoetryday.co.uk/

